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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL — Wentzville 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS       MEETING MINUTES 

DATE:  January 14, 2025 
 
BY:  Bonnie Schulte, Secretary 2027 

 
PRESENT: Becky Hoskins, Chair 2026 

Forrest Van Ness, Vice-Chair 2025 
Carol Waddell, Treasurer 2025 
Tom Guenzler, Board Member 2027 
Kevin Heneghan, Board Member 2025 
Russ Hoppe, Board Member 2026 (Advisory Member) 
Brian Parker, Board Member 2027 
 
Jason Auringer, Senior Pastor 
Tom Roma, Associate Pastor 
Allison Dolak, Principal 

 
Guest:   Scott Alexander, St. Paul’s-New Melle 
 
Absent: Grant Goris, Board Member 2026 
 
CC: Tammy Brenningmeyer, Assistant Principal 

File – Dropbox 
ILCSW.net website 

 

 

The following minutes express my understanding of the items discussed. Please respond within 

five days of receipt if any changes are required. 

If any action is required, the name indicates the responsible party and the date indicates the due 

date. 

 

BOD Chair Becky Hoskins called the meeting to order at approximately 7:10 pm.  
 
Pastor Jason Auringer opened the meeting with a Scripture reading from Psalm 5:3 and with 
prayer.  
 
MLT Reports 
Senior Pastor’s Report – The Board reviewed and discussed Pastor Auringer’s submitted report. 
 
Principal’s Report – The Board reviewed Allison Dolak’s submitted Principal’s Report. Allison made 
comments regarding the upcoming 2025-2026 school year, chapel offering and Eagles On A 
Mission activities, and recent student accomplishments. 
 
Interim Executive Director Report – The BOD reviewed Russ Hoppe’s submitted report.  
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Treasurer’s Report – The Board reviewed Carol Waddell’s submitted reports.   
 
ACTION: Kevin Heneghan made the motion to accept the financial reports for audit. Brian Parker 
seconded the motion. Motion approved by unanimous vote.  
 
OPEN QUESTIONS 
Questions for Pastor Auringer – None 
 
Questions for Allison Dolak – None  
 
Questions for Russ Hoppe as Interim Executive Director – None 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Update on St. Paul’s-New Melle and ILCSW Joint Ministry – Becky Hoskins and Russ Hoppe 
reported on a meeting held with our attorneys: 

• Per Missouri State statutes, the new 501(c)(3) ILCSW/St. Paul’s joint ministry constitutes a 
merger. 

• A Merger Plan is being developed. 

• Once ILCSW and St. Paul’s approve the plan, the plan will be filed with the Missouri 
attorney general. 

• Once the plan is approved, governing documents for both congregations will be developed 
and executed. 
 

Report on Call Committee & Congregational Survey – Forrest Van Ness presented an update on 
the congregational survey, which is being distributed to both ILCSW and St. Paul’s-New Melle 
members. Forrest spoke to excellent committee involvement, with support from LCMS-Missouri 
District’s Executive Director of Congregational Services, Peter Kirby. 
 
Report Concerning Contracted Security – Forrest Van Ness reported that all is running smoothly 
with contracted security during weekend services. Forrest acknowledged Russ Hoppe’s key 
involvement in organizing and planning staffing. 
 
Report on Concerning Acquisition of Koenig Cemetery – No additional report. 
 
Support from ILC for the Missouri District for 2025-2026 Budget – The BOD gave further 
consideration to ILC’s giving to the LCMS-Missouri District. Discussion tabled to the February 2025 
meeting to align with development of the 2025-2026 budget. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Update from Long-Range Planning Committee – Becky Hoskins reminded BOD members of the 7 
p.m. Tuesday, January 21, 2025, meeting involving Immanuel’s Board of Directors, Long-Range 
Planning and Financial Long-Range Planning committees, and MLT. Attendance is encouraged as 
this meeting will involve discussions to help ensure alignment with key initiatives in future planning. 
 
Voters Meeting Agenda – Agenda for the January 27, 2025, to include: opportunity for members to 
ask questions in a Town Hall style meeting format, financial updates, as well as St. Paul’s-New 
Melle merger, Koenig Cemetery acquisition, Call Committee, and master plan updates. 
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Other New Business – Pastor Auringer spoke to the need of future staffing as it relates to long-
range planning: growth, building and staffing.  
BOD SELF-REVIEW 
The Board conducted their self-review. 
 
Becky Hoskins closed the meeting with prayer.  
 
Kevin Heneghan made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Brian Parker seconded the motion. 
Motion approved by unanimous vote. Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:05 p.m. 
  
Upcoming Dates: 
Combined Meeting — BOD, Financial LR Planning and Long Range Planning committees, and 
MLT: 7 p.m. January 21 
Voters Meeting: January 27, 2025 
BOD Meeting: February 18, 2025 


